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Mediterranean history has recently emerged as an independent field of research, distinct from ancient
Mediterranean studies. Fernand Braudel’s landmark La Méditerranée et le monde méditerranéen à l’époque
de Philippe II transformed historical methods in the mid-twentieth century, but its daunting vision and
sweeping scope long dissuaded historians from emulating his approach to the Mediterranean world.[1]
Over the past decade, however, historians such as David Abulafia, Peregrine Horden, and Nicolas
Purcell have returned Mediterranean history to big questions and long narratives that evoke Braudel’s
grand conception of the sea and its peoples.[2] The new approach to the Mediterranean world is
especially popular among late medieval and early modern historians, who have produced a rapidly
expanding body of historiography.[3] Mediterranean history has become increasingly linked to the
related fields of Atlantic World history, Indian Ocean history, Southeast Asian studies, transoceanic
history, globalization studies, and world history.[4] Braudel Revisited: The Mediterranean World, 16001800, a collective volume on the early modern Mediterranean, fits nicely into these recent trends in
Mediterranean history.
Revived interest in Fernand Braudel’s methodologies has led to a wave of publications reassessing
Braudellian social history and its approaches to geography, climate, periodization, and historical
time.[5] A number of major research centers and academic organizations devoted to Mediterranean
studies and/or Braudellian social and economic history have been founded, providing institutional
support for Mediterranean history.[6] This volume grew out of a series of four conferences organized
by the Center for Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Studies at the University of California at Los
Angeles and held at the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library on the UCLA campus in 2002-2003.
Braudel Revisited, edited by Gabriel Piterberg, Teofilo F. Ruiz, and Geoffrey Symcox, exhibits the classic
tension between histories in and of the Mediterranean.[7] The majority of the essays here are situated
in the Mediterranean, rather than considering questions embracing the totality of the Mediterranean.
The first two essays consider methodological issues relating to Braudel’s conception of the
Mediterranean, but most of the remaining nine authors offer case studies of particular localities or
regions within the broader Mediterranean world. Many of the essays’ authors employ interdisciplinary
methods, including social history, political history, cultural history, literary history, art history,
architectural history, and music history. Matteo Casini, for example, explores early modern Venetian
festive culture through studies of literary texts, artworks, and architectural structures.
Fernand Braudel’s thinking and his methodological influence are reassessed in many of the essays,
making the entire volume relevant for French historians. Lucette Valensi directly examines Braudel’s
“intellectual family,” searching for influences on his methods, concepts, and writing (p. 18). James
Amelang’s brilliant essay reinterprets Braudel’s methodology in comparison with work on the
Mediterranean by his contemporaries, especially writer Carlo Levi and anthropologist Ernesto de
Martino. Levi constructed a “language of timelessness” to describe Mediterranean rural life in Christ
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Stopped at Eboli, while de Martino posited a “history of continuities” in Death and Ritual Mourning (pp.
231, 239-240). Amelang finds that although Braudel shared Levi’s sympathy with Mediterranean
peasants, his methodology was much closer to that of de Martino. Interpreting Braudel’s masterpiece
through de Martino’s work highlights a central paradox: “the challenge was to envision history not as a
choice between change and continuity, but as a ground for their provisional reconciliation” (p. 239). This
insight foregrounds the crucial issue of historical time in Braudel’s work.
The volume reappraises the Braudellian model of examining historical change over the longue durée in
terms of three overlapping levels of structure, conjoncture, and événement. Claude Lévi-Strauss’s criticisms
of Braudel seem to have been decisive in reinforcing Braudel’s formulation of the longue durée in
structural terms. “As a result of the debate with Lévis-Strauss,” Geoffrey Symcox argues, Braudel’s
“geohistorical and socio-economic paradigm shifted toward a greater emphasis on long-term structures,
at the expense of other elements, cultural or political, which seemed to him less durable.” He concludes
that “the pull of structuralism had evidently reinforced his original materialist conception of the city,
rooting it more firmly than ever in geohistory and economics” (p. 48).
Braudel’s geohistory relied heavily on Paul Vidal de la Blache’s methodology of “human geography”
mixed with a non-Marxist form of materialism. A number of geographers have previously criticized
Braudel’s application of geographical methods, but Geoffrey Symcox points out that Braudel also seems
to have ignored new forms of geography, such as Walter Christaller’s central-place theory, that were
emerging during his own period. Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, a prominent follower of Braudel, thus later
described his method as “immobile history” (p. 152).
In part because of the limitations of geohistory, Braudellian methodologies have become
overwhelmingly associated with economic history. Sevket Pamuk’s assessment of the historiography of
the Eastern Mediterranean demonstrates the continuing influence of classic Annaliste methods for
examining economies through quantitative analysis of demographics, prices, wages, currencies, credit
instruments, and markets. Yet, as Geoffrey Symcox emphasizes, Braudel rarely practiced quantitative
research himself and offered little concrete data in his 1949 first edition of La Méditerranée. The massive
amounts of quantitative economic data that Braudel eventually provided on the Mediterranean world
was mined from his Annaliste colleagues and students in subsequent decades, and was then included in
the 1966 edition (and the 1972 English translation). Despite the significant changes between the 1949
and 1966 editions, cities seem to have remained a central focus of Braudel’s study of the Mediterranean.
Symcox argues that Braudel viewed cities “almost exclusively as economic actors,” ignoring city views
and urban planning (p. 39).
Braudel’s La Méditerranée has been heavily criticized for ignoring human culture. James Amelang
observes that culture is actually very present throughout the book, but that Braudel’s “deliberate
avoidance of a systematic cultural history” is remarkable (pp. 229-230). Braudel’s own mentor, Lucien
Febvre, and other members of the first generation of Annales historians practiced forms of cultural
history that Braudel certainly could have adopted (pp. 30, 36-39, 247-248). Ernesto de Martino, whose
anthropological methods often overlapped those of Braudel, “focused exclusively on cultural and
religious issues,” according to Amelang, yet “these were precisely the subjects that Braudel omitted
from his otherwise ‘total history’” (p. 240). Matteo Casini’s chapter on festive culture in late sixteenthand seventeenth-century Venice reminds us that Braudel’s writings on early modern Italy celebrated
Baroque culture as evidence of the continued flourishing of Italy and the Mediterranean. Gary
Tomlinson’s essay attempts a broad long-term approach to European music history, situating
Mediterranean music at the middle ground between northern Eurasian “shamanism” and African
“possession” (pp. 253-254).
Several authors in Braudel Revisited comment on Braudel’s unwillingness to consider religion as a
serious historical factor, despite his portrayal of the Mediterranean as a space contested by Islam and
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Christianity. Bryan Givens explores the “mentalités of millenarians” who anticipated the return of the
crusading King Sebastian of Portugal (p. 127). Givens’s analysis of Sebastianism provides intriguing
evidence of a late crusading movement of the early modern period, which could usefully be compared
with those studied by Robert Sauzet and others.[8] Allan Tulchin demonstrates how political reform
and religious reformation in Nîmes challenge Braudel’s vision of a static or conservative Mediterranean.
Braudel’s lack of interest in religion caused him to overlook sweeping changes in religious beliefs and
practices during the early modern period.
Several essays question Braudel’s dismissal of politics as part of the ephemeral event level of history.
Jane Hathaway, in particular, argues that political groups utilized colors, origin myths, and rituals to
distinguish themselves, constructing a “bilateral factionalism” that represented a conjunctural dimension
of social life across the Mediterranean (pp. 55-56). Although Hathaway’s attempt to extend the political
into Braudel’s conjuncture is laudable, the notion of “faction” employed seems problematic in light of
recent research on feuding, vendetta, clientage networks, and civil conflict in the early modern period.
Although Braudel claimed to be doing histoire totale, his approach often focused on the northern (and
European) shores of the Mediterranean. For decades, Ottomanists have rightly criticized his failure to
consider the Ottoman Empire’s role in the early modern Mediterranean. An entire generation of
historians have worked steadily to reinsert Ottoman history into the historiographies of Europe and the
Mediterranean. Braudel Revisited sustains and furthers this line of scholarship by including three essays
on the Ottoman Empire and the Eastern Mediterranean by Jane Hathaway, Leslie Pierce, and Sevket
Pamuk. Pierce reexamines the Ottoman Empire, arguing that its “polyglot” ruling elite relied on
“constant imperial engineering and policing of the social peace” (pp. 76-77). Although many
Ottomanists have championed the empire for its multi-religious and multi-ethnic composition, Pierce
insists that sultans used conscious policies to manipulate ethnic and religious groups within the empire,
actively shaping social relationships rather than merely reacting to existing social realities.
As with many collective volumes, the chapters of Braudel Revisited are uneven, some of them reading like
conference papers and others like journal articles. One chapter begins “in this paper,” while the paper
that became chapter ten still refers to itself as the “opening paper in a colloquium” (p. 229). Such
language hints that the editors might have reworked the contributions more effectively into a coherent
volume.
The essays’ connections with Mediterranean history and with Braudel’s methodologies are sometimes
strained. Carroll B. Johnson’s rereading of Cervantes’s captivity narrative quickly departs from an
introductory quote by Braudel (p. 207), and Bryan Givens merely appends an awkward reference to a
Braudellian comment on crops to his study of Portuguese millennialism (p. 147). Gary Tomlinson’s
chapter presents its decidedly non-Braudellian discussion of pre-modern music history merely as a
“background to Wagner’s project” (pp. 266-267). The editors might have asserted more control over
volume’s unity through a different selection of contributions or a stronger set of editorial guidelines.
Despite these criticisms, Braudel Revisited contributes significantly to the emerging field of early modern
Mediterranean history. Readers of H-France will be especially interested in Allan Tulchin’s study of the
Reformation in Nîmes, which is the only contribution to focus specifically on Mediterranean France.
Tulchin examines the dramatic rise of Protestantism in Nîmes, aiming “to complicate Braudel’s picture
of the Mediterranean” (p. 153). His approach here complements well recent studies of slavery, piracy,
and port cities in Mediterranean France.[9] French historians clearly have much to offer to the history
of the Mediterranean world.
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